THE NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION

Great Fun For Canadian Families

About Canada’s Capital…

When you are in Ottawa you can feel the heart beat of Canada. It’s in the capital that you will find the treasures, the landmarks, the institutions and the way of life that characterises the country as a whole.

Canada’s capital region is made up of the city of Ottawa and the surrounding area. The region covers 4,715 square kilometres and includes parts of the provinces of Ontario and Quebec and 28 municipalities. The following pages of this document will bring you on a tour of some known festivals that can be found in our nation's capita 

We hope you enjoy!l.
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A Festival Capital

The capital is alive and well with festivals and celebrations throughout the year. Canadians and visitors from other countries come together to celebrate our changing seasons, national holidays, different cultures, traditions, creativity and simply to enjoy good times with family and friends.

In the present document, we will have a quick look at the festivals and activities listed below.

· Winterlude

· Canada Day

· The Canadian Tulip Festival

· Christmas Lights

· Celebrating the Millennium Outdoors

· Future Trek

· Millennium Village

The Festivities
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Winterlude

It was conceived and launched in 1979, with the goal of preserving and sharing some of Canada’s winter traditions. Community involvement in the festivle has always been important, and partnership and sponsorship have played an increasingly necessary role over the past too decades. Winterlude has become a vital part of the economic and cultural life of the Capital. Benefits to the region are estimated at $42.2 million per year.
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Canada Day

It is July 01. Parliament Hill and the capital are filled with activities all day long. From music, to clowns, to art exhibits and much more, Ottawa is at its best during that day. Of course, we cannot talk about Canada Day without talking of the fireworks show. Thousands and thousands of Canadians across the country come to the Capital to celebrate this great day and of course to see the fireworks.

The Canadian Tulip Festival
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It was decided that the royal family should flee to a safe place. So off they sailed to the friendly shores of a distant country. The people in this new land were kind and generous. They took care of their friends. They even sent soldiers across the sea to help fight the enemy. As a token of their appreciation, the Dutch government sent 100,000 tulip bulbs to Ottawa right after the war ended. The Dutch Royal family continues to send 20,000 tulip bulbs each year.

Christmas Lights Across Canada
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Introduced in 1985, this program was created to liven up the winter months. Originally only Parliament Hill was illuminated, but now close to 70 sites along Confederation Boulevard participate from December 6 – January 6 each year.

Celebrate the Millennium Outdoors!

On Saturday July 2, 2000, Canada’s Capital Region will become a kaleidoscope of fresh air activities and natural areas. Join us for this extraordinary outdoor event! Everyone will be invited to participate – families, seniors, sport enthusiasts of all ages and anyone who loves the outdoors!

If you’re from the region, it will be a fantastic time to invite your friends and relatives for a visit and to enjoy our great outdoors!

� Princess Juliana sent 20,000 bulbs in 1946 as a personal gift.





